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Fy. DATE - TIME GROUP 


| 24 Aug 52 


-OCATION 


( 


Hermanas, New Mexico 


| 3. SOURCE 10, CONCLUSION 


Militay UNKNOWN 


} 4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS 
2 


V1. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 
SEE GASE FILE 


5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 
3 minutes 


6 TYPE OF OBSERVATION 
Air Visal 


be COURSE 
i Not stated 


8. PHOTOS 


D Yes 
20 No 


PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 
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SUBS NEG UX BALLOOWS RELEASE BIGGS AFB, WHITE SANDS, N.M.e OR EL PASO 


PASO INTERNATL AIRPORT B27! 920 AND 119% MST 24 AUG 52, FOLG INFO on 


{2LEASES PRIOR TO SUDJ TI 


91 C/ANC752) AT ZEZO MST 24 AUS 52. RATE OF ASCENT £137 FT/MING 


GE 15,652 YDS$ BURST ALT 56,693 FT3 TRACK S.Z. EL PASO 


RELEASED 1 WX BALLOON AT 28€2 MST 24 AUG 52, RECORDS WOT AVAIL Ol 


+ patt ar Tee A 
Jil RATE OF ASCENT 03 
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MN CLUSTERS OF 
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$35Z SEP JUFBG 


0 9.6, ae 


z 4 
WPCL AT “iat fi—— 
YMAGES Nag 
VYBS9 6 a 
vDC126 A } 
\ 
JESTU 33 oe \' 


PP JEPHQ JEDUP JEDEN JEDMH 444 

DE JESTU 4g 

P 2522252 ZNJ is 
FM CO 4pTH ADIV TURNER AFB GA 

TO JEPHQ/DIR OF INT HQ USAF WASH DC 
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JEDUP/AIR TECH INT CTR WRIGHT PATT AFB ATIAA 2C OHIO 
JEDEN/CG ENT AFB COLO 
JEDYH~CG. SAC_OFFUTT AFB NEBR : 
[TST 5 ys INT S79, FLYOBRT 1, 2 OBJECTS APPFARED TO 
BE SILVER BALLS APPROX 6 FT IN DIA IN A FORMATION OF LINE ABREAST 4 
TO 529 YARDS APART. ONLY CHANGE FROM ORIGINAL SHAPE WAS WHEN ONE. TURNED 
TO RIGHT IN FRONT OF OBSERVER, COL GERALD W JOHNSON, IT THEN BECAME 
A LONG GRAY OBJECT TWICE AS LONG AS WHEN IT WAS A BALL. THE OTHER 
OBJECT CONTINUED ON ITS ORIGINAL COURSE AND GRADUALLY CHANGED INTO A 
GRAY SHAPE, THERE WAS NO TRAIL OR EXHAUST OBSERVED. PROPULSION SYSTEM 
UNKNOWN, SPFED OBSERVED BY OBSR TRAVELING AT 292 MPH INDICATED, IT 
DISAPPEARED FROM HIS SIGHT 3 MINS FROM WHEN FIRST OBSERVED. SOUND 
NOT APPLICAELE. MANEUVERS: ONE MADE A RIGHT TURN AND DISAPPEARED 
LATER. THE OTHER ACCELERATED VERY RAPIDLY FROM WHEN FIRST OBSERVED 


tay 
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AS A SILVER BALL 6 FT IN DIA TO A LONG GRAY OBJ DISAPPEARING IN 3 MINS. 


AFTER 1@ MINS THEY WERE AGAIN SIGHTED UNUSUAL MANEUVER, ONE 

CLIMBED RAPIDLY, APPEARED TO CLIMB STRAIGHT UP TWO OR THREE THOUSAND 
FT, SECOND JOINED LATER IN CLOSE FORMATION. 2+ 1915 MOUNTAIN STD 
TIME 24 AUG 52. THREE MINS FIRST SIGHTING, SECOND SIGHTING TEN 

MINS LATER 1925 TO 1235 MOUNTAIN STD TIME. 3. FLYING FROM WEST COAST 


TO ALBANY GA, VISUAL OBSERVATION FROM AIR 29% MILES PER HOUR INDICATED . 


35,8069 FEET F-34G NONE, 4. 31 DEGREES 59 MINS NORTH LATITUDE, 1% 
DEGRS g2 MINS WEST LONGITUDE. REF LAND MARK OVER CITY OF HERMANAS, 
NEW MEXICO, LOCATION OF OBJ IN RESPECT TO OBSR APPROX TWO MILES AWAY 
APPEARED BETWEEN TEN AND ELEVEN O'CLOCK AT APPROX 37,624 FEET FLYING 
EAST. 5.6 COL GERALD W JOHNSON, 6 WEATHER VFR CLEAR FEW LOW 
SCATTERED cLouDS WINDS FORECASTS SW THIRTY KNOTS AT 35,208 FT... _ 
7. %QWONE &. NOT APPLICABLE. 9. INTERCEPTION NOT ATTEMPTED DUE TO 
DIFFERENCE OF SPEED, 1%. LOCATION OF ANY AIR TRAFFIC IN THE GENERAL 
AREA AT THE TIME OF THE SIGHTING NONE KNOWN. AN ATTEMPT WAS MADE 

TO CONTACT EL PAST RADIO CONCERNING ANY OTHER ACFT IN THE AREA WHICH 


WAS UNSUCCESSFUL. AT 1225 MOUNTAIN STD TIME OVER CITY OF EL PASO 


a 
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OBJECTS REAPPEARED J WHEN, I FIRST OBSERVED THEM THEY APPEARED IN THE 
GENERAL VICINITY OF THE POSITION OF WHICH THEY HAD DISAPPEARED. 

I FIRST OBSERVED A SHINY OBJ APPROX THE SIZE OF A BASKETBALL. 

I OBSERVED THIS ONE FOR APPROX 5 MINS WITHOUT ANY APPARENT CHANGE 

IN ITS SIZE WHICH INDICATED TO ME THAT IT WAS TRAVELING APPROX 

THE SAME SPEED THAT I WAS. I THEN SAW THE SECOND ONE COME FROM IN 
FROMT OF MY NOSE MOVING TOWARDS THE FIRST ONE. IT CONTINUED TO CLOSE 
UNTIL THE TWO WERE IN CLOSE FORMATION. THEY STAYED IN CLOSE FORMATION 
FOR TWO OR THREE MINS THEN ONE CLIMBED RAPIDLY WHICH APPEARED TO 

BE STRAIGHT UP, THEN AFTER A MOMENTS DELAY SECOND ONE RAPIDLY CLIMBED 
TO JOIN THE FIRST ONE. THEIR CHANGE IN ALT WAS APPROX TWO OR THREE 
THOUSAND FEET TO APPROX 49,95 FT. BOTH THEN APPEARED IN CLOSE 
FORMATION AND THEY GRADUALLY BECAME SMALLER AND SMALLER AND 
DISAPPEARING AT 1955. LAST SIGHTING THEM OBSERVER WAS AT 31 

DEGREES ha MINS NORTH 125 DEGREES 1 MINS WEST. 
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IL. ASTRONOMICAL DATA 


“Tey WIT ASTRONOMICAL ACT. WAS NOTED? 


= DID OSdeCT APPEAR TO ARCH DUTAR 
i 


MD OBJECT HAVE A TAIL? 


i Day 
(35 Sunrise 
{' Sunset | 


III. AIRCRAFT DATA 


‘Y7. WERE AIRCRAFT NOTcD IN AREA? 
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=) Yes if =e 


!'One Aircraft | 


OFFICIAL ATIC REPORT—EL PASO, TEXAS 


An Air Farce colonel flying a jet observed 2 objects in the vicin- 
ity of Hermanas, N. M. (31 deg 50 min N 108 deg 2 min W), 
Aug. 24, 1952. The objects appeared to be round in shape, silver 
in color and approximately @ in diameter. He observed them 
to be approximately 2 miles from him between the hours 1000- 
1100 MST. There was no visible means of proputsion. Ov. ob- 
ject secmed to change its shape to a long gray object while in 
a right turn. The second object also seemed to change shape 
when it accelerated very rapidly, The objects disappeared 3 
minutes from when first observed. After approximately 7 min- 
utes, the objects reappeared, at which time observer was over 
El Paso, Texas. One object seemed to climb straight up 2,000- 
3,000 feet and was joined by the other in close Jormation. 

The ATIC checked all possibilities of known objects in air 
in the vicinities of the two sightings with negative results. 

Conclusion: Unknown. 
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__(knots)_} 


5. WAS AN INVERSTON LAYER NOTsD? 

(If yes, at what altitude? __ acl 

é. Wake ANY THUNDERSTORMS NOTED IN AREA? | | LJYes : “Taio 
(If yes, at what quadrant? oS Se 

7. GLOUD COVER: 3% 


tenths at feet. tenths Yr feet. 


8. VISIBILITY WAS 


CAL MILES, 


tenths at _ _ feet. tenths at fest. 
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: IV. BALLOON DATA 

T2i. Wee BALLOONS RELEASED IN AREA? s“‘“‘;SWC*;CCTYOSS OOO 
TIME SINCE SCHEDULED BALLOON WELEASE: ne lene 


Minutes 
Agency! Yes} No 


“83. POSSIBLE BALLOON LAUNCH SITES DOWNWIND OF SIGHTING: 


location _ Launchin 


attach overla 


V. EVALUATION 


BL, EVALUATION OF Cans Sk. 
a 
(ay kxcellent Cereooa 
(1) Good (J Fair 
CJ) Fair C1 Poor 
(2 Poor (_] Insufficient to Bvaluate 
(J Unreliable 
CJ Extremely Doubtful 
(C] Hoax 
|ATIO! <9 
(Was Balloon C1 Was Astronomical 
CJ Probably Balloon CJ Probably Au > nowleal 
C] Possibly Balloon (C) Possibly asi. unomical 
(JWas Airoraft SE ee 
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([)Possibly Aircraft (J Insufficient Data For Evaluation 
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 


UML OSRPT 

BCE eet United States §. | SO “OEH Air Division, Tumer APS, Ga. 
BY "iieket 1952 Sumas e L952 “— 

"Savor foin 3. Mbert, Intel’ o) Nteor |’ *eolenol Gerald !. Johmgon 


netpances (Control number, directive, previous report, ee., ax applicable) 


SUMMARY: (inter concise suinmary of report. Giee significance in final one-sentence paragraph. List inclowures at lower lejt. Eiegin text of report on AF Form ti8—Part 11.) 


On 24 Jugust 1952 while enroute from Travia 4 ATB, California to Trrner 473, 
‘aortia Colonel Gerald %, Jonson, flying on P24 aircraft, observed two (2) 
odjecta in the vicinity of Natienss, “Tew Mexico (3150 10SN2i1).. The Pr re 
appeared to be round in shape, silver in color and approximately six (6) feet 
in diameter. Ue observed them to be opproximately tvo (2) miles from him bee= 
cveen 10 and 11 o'clock. There was no visible means of propulsion and the ob= 
Jacts left no trail or oxheust. Cne object seemed to chanzs its shana to a lone 
wey object while in a right turn. The other object alzo seemed to changs shave 
ghan Lt accelerated very Fepidlys This object also seen to take the shape of 2 
long qrey object tvice as long as when it apoenred a3 a ball, The objects dis~ 
npoeared three (3) ainutes from when first observed. After apprexinetely sovon 
ee minutes the objects reavpesred st which tine the observer wes over 1 Paso, 
3s (31479 106254). Cne object seemed to clind straight up tio or three thou- 
sant ’ peak and was Joined shortly theresfter Sy the other one in close formition. 


The observed characteristics of these midentified objects were such thet 
vould lead toe no conclusion, however, their speed yes so much crapter then the ¢ 
MPH Indicated Air Speed of the observer ami the fact that they coil 50 “quickly 
diseppear on tvo oceasicns led me to beliove that their flight enpebilities were 


“reater than that of any sircreft known to be flying today. 
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REPORT NO. 


MYA de Division, Tarner “ IAS DP 
A, Ome ; LR-7 AI? 


tee t2}-aiiver oajects sovesring os balls six (6) feet in dirmetoer vere fly- 
tng Line abreast avproximately for to five hundred yaris apart. Chence in shops came 
‘hen one object turned right Ne 
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front of obgerver, Lt then avomered to be « long grey 
object bvice »a tong as when ©’ “Naa a Mell. The other object continued on its source 
and semtnally turned crey in cwror, Thera wea po trail or exhaust observed. “ropuls— 
ion system unknown. Speed un'mown, observer was trevoling at 290 “PY Tndtentet “ir 
Opwed ab 35,000 fest altitsie. The ebjecta appeered, flew 9 course parsllel with ob- 
servers and disappeared in threa mimes. lsneuvers Che object med2.a risht turn end 
lisaepenred later, The other object which apverred to bs silver in color ed to hve 
1 cwll shave six (6) feet in disseter accolerste? ravidly ond apoeerel te be > lent 
gzey ooject. In the second sighting the obfecta resembled » Sasket.11, one object 
ueeond to co straight no Gyo or three *heusand fset and Clive simutes leter the ereomt 


object came serous the obsorrefie gous ond foined the other object in closes Yormtion. 


q: 
2. "he first sighting vas 101s to 1 
24 ‘west 1952, a4 


O13 MST ond the second was 1025 to 1035 YST 
we i 
2. ‘The visual observation ves meade Prom on P=245 eirern’S at 35,000 Peet travale 
ing 2% 290 MPH Indicated Aid Jneed. 
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Tirst sizhted over “arnensa, ew Mexico (JLSON 109027). Toration of object 

in reference to observer spproximstely ‘vo niles avey appearing beteen ten and eleven 
a'elock at avvroximately 77,000 feet flyine east. hen oilot wea over “1 Osso one of 
the objects reappeared Crom the direction Cron Which they had disaopearst, the other 


object coma acrasa Soe Gbierrer'’s nose and Soined’ in close “ormacticn ‘ith the other 
ybject. 
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Veather ‘?? Clear, isw low scattered clonia, vinis forezsted GS! 30 knota at 
35,000 Seat. 


Colonel Gerald |. Johnson. 
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°. ‘Interception not sttempted ave to Jifference of speed. 
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Toeation of ony air traffic in the general aren 9% the Mire of the sichting 


one ‘nown. |'n attemnt was mede to contact “1 Faso redio concerning any other aircraft 
a the erea which vas msuccessful. 


QMENTS of Prevering Officer: 


The last peregrach in Part I of this resort, in 9 comment Sy TSolonel Jerald, 


2. APter onestioning the obaerrer the following Information affects ths significe 
ree of the renert. 


ae The observer checked his cir speed ovainat ‘mown air speeds of 212 orm 
tpmt dry bigh speed rircraft. 


be Check wes made of the possibility of Seing in the vicinity of Thite Jonds 

ny Grounds. If the objacts had been from the ite Semis “roving G round’, they 

d haves been outside the dancer area. In addition, aceoriing to informetion weile 

hla, aiasilas at 7hite Senis ore fired north ont of the Genter crea. “Nis wend 
ieate the objacta vere not fron Yhite Canis. 
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24 August 1952 Reormanas, Tew Mexico 

An A? colonel, flying a jet afe, ovserved 2 odjects in the vicinity of Hormanaa, 
New Mexieo (31 deg 50 min 4/103 deg 2 min W). The chjects appeared to be round in 
shape, silver tm color and approxinately 6" in diameter. Ie observed them to be 
approximately 2 miles from him between the howrs 1000-LLOOMST on 2% Aug 52. Uhe first 
eigating was 1015-1015 NST and the second sighting 1025-1035 1ST. Yhere was no 
visible means of propulsion. One object ecemwed to change its shape to a long grey 
object while in a vight tun. 1 ‘Tha object (second object) also seemed to change chape 
when it eccelerated very rapidly. This object also seemed to take the shape of a long 
grey object tice as long as when it appeared os a ball. The objects dlsagpeared 5 
minutes from when ?irst observed. After approximately 7 minutes the objecta reappeared 
eb which time the observer was over El Paso, Texas. One object scemed ta clinb straight 
wp 2 or 3 thousand feet and was joined shortly thereafter by the other one In close 
Tormation. 

The observed characteristics of these unidentifled objects were such that would 
lead to no conclusion, however, theis speed was so mich greater than the 290 MPa 
indicated air speed of the observer and the fact that they could so quickly disappear 
con two oecaglona led the reporting officer to believe that their flight capabilities 
were greater than that of any aircraft known to be flying today. 

The ATIC checked all possibilities of known objects in the air in the vicinities of 
the two sighting with negative resulta. 

Conclusion: 


Unknown 


PST foe a period of 1 how aa 15 minutes. They were ¢ 


eivew clreular in shape. ‘They were duseriied os being GO to 10 
Yeled at oa estimated speed of 400 to 450 PH. No sound waa he: 


~~ 


moving fvom EB to W. Gme object apyesred to be ab anurcecinately 12,000" 
Zor 
at shout 13,000", ‘The two objects uoved to the W ws oyuroxtuately 15 miles parsing 
of the observers, During this tine the object at about 15,000" reporte 

love to the ayoroxinate sass 3 altitude as the lower object. 1 
& point ebout 15 miles W of the observers, they be 

appearing to disaouwer to the mm 

2 objects tu tb oproximate location ¢ 
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of cbecrvation, 6 ata 
xe observed 15 to 20 niles 

siniloy objects chserved in this one. 

pairs - altliudes not estimated by the obser 

Gogtiuht. The cbhservers stated 


covering aa estimated 4 mile orea. Ihe chservers also stated that the objects wore 


Ccfinitely not jet afe end had no yapor trails, exhaust or cond and Nother stated 


& it was difficewlt to follow ony one object far any Iength o 
The weather officer et Hamilton JYB weported the weather aa clear furing the 
of sichting with approximately 20 ulics visibility. The nreparing officer stated + 
this report indicates the possibility that the objects sigksiag sighted were won 


balloons. 
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SUBJECT: (Unclassified) FLYOBRPT 


Chief, 

Air Technical Intelligence Center 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
Ohio 


The attached AF Forms 112, Air Intelligence Information Reports 
ave forwarded as per instructions AFL 200-5, dated 29 April 1952, 
subject, FLYOBRPT. 
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